Małgorzata Głowacka-Grajper 165 (Cohen, 1997; Sakson, 1997) . Caring for the collective memory in such a situation must take place in social conditions that are different from those which took place in the past, the past which this memory is supposed to have preserved. In the case of the Kresy, this change concerns the territory, ethnic and religious composition of the local societies, its place in modern culture and the general attitude of Poland and other neighboring states. First, this is a temporary transformation; a 'memory that no longer lives in the communicative memory of the generation and is not personalized by it is necessarily in contradiction with the present time' (Assmann, 2008, p. 235) . Therefore, the memory of the Kresy is often presented by people who are not connected with it and see it as outdated and unrelated to modern reality. In the case of people who grew up in these territories, their identities and memory ties with these lost local homelands are closely related (Ossowski, 1967) . Although a memory of the past is important in shaping every person's identity, in some cases (as in the case of people from pre-war Kresy) experiences from the past may become a focal point in the process of building one's own identity (Kaźmierska, 1999; Rokuszewska-Pawełek, 2002 ).
Analysis of images and emotions in life narratives
This chapter presents an analysis of the images of pre-war Kresy, based on biographical narrations recorded for the Oral History Archive in Warsaw. The Oral History Archive is the common initiative of Dom Spotkań z Historia (History Meeting House) and Fundacja Ǫśrodka KARTA (Foundatioń of KARTA Center). The archive collects the recorded biographical narrations and provides access to them for researchers of humanities and social sciences. I used 21 narrations from the 'Biographies of People from the Kresy' collection, which were recorded at various locations in Poland in 2010. These biographical interviews can be placed within the paradigm of oral history. Piotr Filipkowski defines it as follows:
Oral history is a self-conscious, ordered conversation between two people about certain aspects of the (experienced) past, considered to be historically significant, carried out with the intention of registration. This communication, although it takes the form of a narration, is a dialogueits form and content depend on the questions (and those from the contexts in which the interviewer operates), the interviewee's conviction about what is and what is not important, on his or her interpretative resources and on the context (or rather on the many contexts in which he or she operates). (2010, pp. 21-22) Recorded biographical interviews are already interpretations of past eventsmade by the interviewee him or herself (Filipkowski, 2010, p. 11) . The
